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THE IMPENDING CRISIS

A sister from London wired on the 24th inst: "Please
act. World awaiting lead." Another wire from another
sister in London received today says: "Urge you consider
immediate expression of your unshakable faith in reason
not force to rulers and all peoples." I have been hesitating
to say anything on the impending world crisis which affects
the welfare not of a few nations but of the whole of mankind.
I have felt that my word can have no effect on those on
whom depends the decision whether there is to be war or
peace. I know that many in the West believe that my word
does carry weight. I wish I shared their belief. Not having
such belief I>,have been praying in secret that God may
spare us the calamity of war. But I have no hesitation in
redeclaring my faith in reason, which is another word
for non-violence, rather than the arbitrament of war for
the settlement of disputes or redress of wrongs. I cannot
emphasize my belief more forcibly than by saying that I
personally would not purchase my own country's freedom
by violence even if such a thing were a possibility. My faith
in the wise saying that what is gained by the sword will also
be lost by the sword is imperishable. How I wish Herr
Hitler would respond to the appeal of the President of the
United States and allow his claim to be investigated by
arbitrators in whose choice he will have as effective a voice
as the disputants!

Sevagram, 28-8-'39

Harijan, 2-9-1939
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